
Regular COMMISSION MEETING
Tuesday February 21, 2023

Call to order   10 am

Roll Call of Commissioners present
Stand (as desired) for

Pledge of Allegiance

&

Invocation

St. Francois County 



Consent agenda
Approval of Minutes for regular meeting of Feb. 14, 2023
Destruction of Inventory—Circuit Clerk—Dated Feb. 14, 2023
Monthly expense report--Auditor

2 tabled agenda items

This consent agenda is also posted on our website along with our regular agenda.



Removal of inventory—Circuit Clerk

• January 26, 2023 list



Request approval to 
UPGRADE/CHANGE SOFTWARE
• DEVNET

• Collector Elect   Angie Usery



Approval of agreement 
to sell soft match

• Iron Mountain Lake

• $68,000 soft match credit for $34,000

• Road & Bridge



Approval of agreement 
to sell soft match credit

• Reynolds County

• $52,000 soft match credit for $26,000

• Road & Bridge



Agreement with 
City of Farmington

• Road & Bridge

City will pay County $25,000 for resurfacing
Roadway after they repair/replace water 
lines.  



REAPPOINTMENT OF DIRECTOR OF HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT

Linda Ragsdale



2022 Budget Amendment 

• To adjust to actual figures  

• Auditor 



Next regular meeting

Next Tuesday 
February 28, 2023
10 am in this room

Public is welcome



Other business that may arise:

• Correspondence

• Public comments

• Departmental reports



The back portion of the WRF contains:

Coroner’s Office

Morgue

Autopsy Suite

All these are COMPLETELY separate and independent !!!



Coroner
• Had 611 death calls in 2022 (589 in 2021)

• Of these, 184 were transported to the Morgue 

• Of those, 59 were autopsied   (9.6% of death calls—approx. national average.)

• Why transport to the morgue?
Clears death scene quicker.
Releases first responders (ambulance, deputies, coroner, etc.) for other calls.
Preserves evidence (chain of custody)
Decisions may not yet be made on need for an autopsy
There may not be someone at the death scene with authority or knowledge

on disposition of the body.
Funeral Homes may not be able to pick up the body immediately
Family may not yet know which Funeral Home they wish to use.



Morgue:  A temporary storage place for dead human bodies

• Bodies are logged in and notes taken on any personal property.  The property is 
bagged, tagged and put in the safe.

• If the Coroner has released the body, the funeral home may come in (usually during 
regular business hours) to pick up the body and begin working with the family.

• The body is logged out along with the personal property at that time.

• If the Coroner has determined the need for an autopsy, that is scheduled and the body 
will be moved to the AUTOPSY SUITE at that time.

All the above helps in any legal matters that may come up as well as protect our people 
against any liability claims that may arise.



AUTOPSY SUITE:  The area in which Autopsies are performed.
Specimen storage is also maintained in this area.

• If an Autopsy is ordered by the Coroner, a FORENSIC PATHOLOGIST  
considers every possibility on the cause of death and collect any 
evidence possible.

• This is NOT a County function.  The Autopsies are performed by an 
outside company (Mineral Area Forensics, Inc.) that rents that portion 
of the building from the County.  The rental payments go to the 
County, NOT to the morgue or coroner’s budgets.



Efficiencies (made by the staff)

• Kristie (Coroner’s Secretary) does her work in the adjoining MORGUE 
office.  In this manner, she can also answer that phone along with the 
Coroner’s phone and handle entry/exit door controls.  She has regular 
office hours that assist the funeral homes, etc.

• Dana works part time with Dr. Deidiker with the Autopsies and he refunds 
the County for her time spent at this.  Having Kristie available allows this 
double scheduling.

• These ladies worked up this system and have prevented the need to hire 
another person.



St. Francois County had 59 autopsies in 2022
• This number will not sustain Dr. Deidiker’s business and he will probably 

leave the area.  We depend on the other Counties’ business to have 
enough autopsies to keep his service here.

• Should we not be able to have our autopsies done here, our costs will 
escalate.  Transportation, higher cost at another location, delays in 
paperwork and multiple trips are just a part of the added costs we will 
experience.

• If our facility is no longer available to the 21 other counties, UMSL’s 
morgue will be extremely overloaded.  That will cause a ripple effect 
(higher costs, longer delays, etc.) throughout the area.



Adjournment
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